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Assistant Professor
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Chitradurga

ACADEMIC PROGRESS REPORT
(For the Academic Year 2024-25)

PAPER PRESENTATION

GUEST LECTURE

PROGRAMME COORDINATOR

sl.
No.

National
Conference/

Seminar/Symposium
Organised Institution Topic Date

01
One Day National

Seminar

JSS Law College,
Mysuru.

"A Critical Study on
Contemporary Challenges
and Threats to Intellectual
Property Rights"

aofdz)
November

2024.

02 International Webinar
Department Studies in

Law, University of
Mysore, Mysore

"Intellectual Property
Rights and Agricultural
Innovation in Poverty
Stricken Regions"

25th

February
2025

03
Two Day National

Conference

Karnataka State Law
University,Hubballi and

Saraswathi Law
College, Chitradurga

"Role of Youth
Eradicating Comrption in
India"

4th& 5th

April,2025

SL.No Topic Place Date
01. Framing of Indian Constitution

& Features of India
Constitution

District Training
Institution,

Chitradurga.

28.08.2023

01. Definition of Constitution &
Preamble

02. Directive Principles of State
Policy 29.08.2023

03 Fundamental Duty

SI No Programme Place Date

01

Co-ordinator for conducting Two
Day National Level Moot Court
Competition

Saraswathi Law College,
Chitradurga

27th and2Sth

July 2024

1.



2

03

PARTICIPATION

ARTICLES PUBLICATION

Coordinator for conducting Two
Day National Conference on

"Relevance of Vivekananda's View
on Youth in the Current Scanenario

Saraswathi Law College,
Chitradurga, in association
with Karnataka State Law
University,Hubballi.

4th& 5th April,
2025

04 Co-ordinator for conducting Two

Day National Level Moot Court
Competition

Saraswathi Law College,

Chitradurga 03'd and 04tr
May 2025

sl.
No.

Programme Organised Institution Concept Date

01
Inter/Multidciplinary

Refresher Course

Organized by UGC-
MALAVIYA
MISSION TEACHER
TRAINING CENTRE
(MMTTC), Ranci
University, Ranchi

"Women Studies and

Gender Sensitization"

1gt',

November
to 02'd
December,
2024.

sl.
No.

National/
International

Journals
Title of the Paper Publication

ISSN/ISBN
No.

Year

01
International

Journal

" Legal Frame Works
on Issues of
Agricultural Labourers
in India"

Intemational Journal of
Research and AnalYical
Reviews (IJRAR) online
Journal.
An International Open
Access, Peer- reviewed
Referred Journal

Volume-l1,
issue 4,
UGC
Approved
Journal no:
43602 &.

7.77 impact
factor
E-ISSN:
2349-t269,
P.
ISSN:2349-
s 138

December
2024

02
National
Journal

"An Overview on the
Inter-State River and

Water Disputes"

Integration of Diverse
Insights into Legal

Education and Research
Edited by : Dr,

Madivalappa Matolli &
Dr. Prakruti A R

Published by: National
Press Association, New

Delhi

ISSN:978-
93-48843-

17-3

March
2025

2
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Senior Supervisor (External) Duty

sl.
No.

University Course Name of the College Month/Year

01
Karnataka State Law

University, Hubli
LL.B/B.A LL.B

Sharadavilash law
College, Mysore.

JanlFeb-2025

Sar
(Dr. Ramesha K)

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

3



JSS tAW COTLEGE
Autonomous, Mysuru 570 023

An IQAC lnitiolive

The JSSLC IPR Cell & Reseorch Wing Orgonizes

ONE DAY NATIONAL SEMINAR
Otl

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
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We recognize their insights to the discourse on intellectual properQ and poverQ
alleviation. Their work has been instrurmental in advancing the understandtng of this

complex issue.
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Estd : 1965 Saraswathi Education SocietA @) Ph: 0819+224549

NAAC Accredited with 'B' Grade
Akashauan;t Road, C.K. Pura, Kelagote

1HTTRADURGA - 577 501 (KAR^TATAKA)
(Recognisedby Bar Council of India, New Delhi &

Affiliatedto Kamataka State Law UniuersitA, Hubballi)

email : slc_cta@rediffmail.com or slc.cta1965@gmail.com website : www.saraswathilawcollegecta.com

ReL No. 178 Co) 2cl )r{

CERTIFICATE

PrrncrP atr
Collegc
RGA

Date: 29 f o+b-,

Thrs is to certify that Dr. Ramesha. K. Assistant Professor,

Saraswathi Law College, Chitradurga has successfully worked as Co-

Ordinator rn organizing National Level Moot Court Competition

organized by Saraswathi Law Coliege on 27th snd lgth July 2024.

M. -s

s.'Fs,I$[*;[

FrinciPai
Smmreflri Ldw CoUeg'

TT{ITRADURGA



Estd : 1965 Ph: 08194-224549Saraswathi Education Societa @)

NAAC Accredited with 'B' Grade
Akashaaani Road, C.K. htra, Kelagote

(Recognisedby Bar Council of India, New Del|ti &

Nrthafud. to Kantataka State Law Uniuersity, Hubballi)

email : slc_cta@rediffmail.com or slc.ctal965@gmai!.com website : un vw.saraswathilawcollegecta.Gom

ReI No. SLC. I Date

Certificate

This is to state and certified that I)r. Rarnesha K, Assistant

professor, Saraswathi Larv College, chitradurga has coordinated and

successfully organised National Level Moot Courl competition held

on 03 .A5.2A25 and 04.05 .2425.

M

"ru1lui:[-u*,



trsfd : 1965 Ph: 08194-224549

N AAC Accredited with'B' Grade
Akashauani Road, C.K. Pura, Kelagote

(Recagnisedby Bar Council of India, New Delhi &
Affiliated to Karnataka State Law Uniuersity, Hubballi)

mrrrall : slc cta@rediffmail.com or slc.ctat965@gmail.com website : www.saraswathilawcollegecta.c0m

Ref. No. SLC.I Date

Saraswathi Law C*Xlege
EHTTRA.BUR.GA

Certificate

'rhis is to state and certifled that Dr. Ramesha K. Assistant

proi-essor, Sarasr,vathi I-ar,v College, chitradurga has coordinated and

successfi;lly organised fwo Day Nationai conference on .,Relevapce of

vivekanancla's \/ierv on Youth in the Current Scenario, held on 04.04.2A25

and 05.04.2025 (;
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El INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND ANALYTICAL REV|EWS

(TJRAR.ORG)

tf} lnternational peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal, open Access Journal di
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.{bstract:

lfuing togeiher in one pluce; il develops ,sociaties and leads lhe;litunda,tion of ruoclern culture and i! coniinueJront generotiort to

londlord have been the ntost neglected and exploited class cy''huntan labour. Tltey have sulJbretl becau,te they hultpen to belong to

ctsricttlture in India such are Equul Re*nt.neration tlct, 1976, The Miniruum Wages Act,, 1948, Tke Materni\t lJenejit Act al l96l,
Unorganised u'arkar Social Securi4,Ac'l 2008, Bonded Labour',4bolitictn Acl 1976 end Child Lctitour (Frohibition and Regulation)
Act 1986 etc. This paper is bctsed on doctrinal work ancl the data r:ollected.fi'ont boole,s,.journtls, ilen)s paper ctrticle,\t and
Government nolificatir.tns. This paper Llltempts to analyse lhe probNerus of'agriculturul labour and a.g.tess lhe sleps taken bt- lhe -
(iovernment, legislature, and judir:iar ,' to meet-the sitttctlion ancl prot'itle possible sLtgyestion.s.

I{e1, ll/ord ; A gt'icu|ture Labo ut", Cons I i httion, ILO, Co nt,en t ion.

Introduction:

India is an agriculturai country and agriculture is backbone oflnclian econonry but they are suffers fl'om vafious issues aud
problerns connected with the agriculturai sector and especiaily with rcgard to the agriculfu'al labourers. 'fhe issues and problems
connected to the agricultural labourers ate flot locusing to main strea]n society and the policy makers. The agricultru'al labourcrs are
bom in ciebt, grou, in debt and die irr dcbt, Most of the lar.,,'s available to this colnlrunity are not rectrgnized and are not awat'e of the

weltare programs. They arc not aware of it because they are unorganized sectors of labour conrmrurity.

Unorganized workers in India engaged as home-based worl<er, brick kiln, clomestic, agricultulal and construction. The
olhers are head loadels" street vendors, cobblers, rag pickcls, u.asher nren, ricl<shaw pLr11crs, landiess labourers, are sorne of thern.
In India rnost olthe people arc relayed on agricultrile. But due to failurc in agriculture in rrral Iudia, thcy become profitless and
landless that forccd them to bc r-rigratory to ru-ban area. As we look in to the iabour issues, often one is reurinded of'the nrigrant

labourcrs in India has increased h'om 234"1 rnillion (127.3 million cnltivators and 106.8 nrillion agricultriral labourers) in 2001 to
263.1 rnillion (118.8 million cultivators anci 144.3 million agrioultural laboulcls) in 2011. During the year 2023.4L49 o/o of
populzrtion involvcd in the agricultLtre'sectol'.

Thc labour larvs had its basis frorn viervs of irnportani national leaders u,ho fought for thc frecclom, various debates fi-om
consritueui asseml.ly and tioor httcrnarional converrtions. Proteciing the interest ot laboul is ensurecl in the Constitntion of Inclia
Chapte r III Article i 8. 1 9. 23 and 24 Chapter IV Article 3 9. 4 I , 42. 43, 43 A and 34 it is linked u,ith findarnental righls and I)ilectir e
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o1-Statc Policy Aglicultr.u'al labor.u" cortstitute rtl the concLlrl'clrt list in u.lrich thc Central arrd thc State governnreu1s arc

cnablcd to trral<c larvs. ,{ccordrngll' diil'crent aspccts o1' the labor,rl issLics like occr'tpatiotl and various recotr-tmcnclatitttts r''cl'c

discussed in thc First National Cot.umission on labour on 24 Dcce nlber 1966 and lcported in 1969 It analysed all scctors o1'orgarrised

and unot-ganised scclot'. Tlte Sccold National Corltmissior on labour subnlirted arlalyscd aud covercd tltc recolltlelrdalittrs lor'

social secut'iLy, cl'ri1d labour. rvagcs , skill dcvc1o1ll1lcnt, latrour admrtristration atld utttlt'ganised seclot- it also includcd the a-sriculturai

laboui' distlcss on the up qradlttioll and develoPnrcnt of skiil by training and u'orlishops. {t also rectr mmcnded for sllrall scale and

agri- busincss in rural sector.

'Agric*ltural lahour: 
I r-r:"^'] " ' 'r' ' "" "1' ^r1lnrrr rrt rri\ 

'tlr ctrltir'rti,g 111'- '"11' "r' iltAgriculture labout'er cal-r bc dcfitlcd as thc iu\,olveutct1t o1' auy pc'rson iu conncctton wt

Thc first Agr.icultur-al Labour Enqr.riry L-on]nrittee of 1 g50-5 1 regarried those pooplc as agricultural lvorkers u'ho u'et e engag;'i ttr

raising crops on paylrent o1'rvagcs. Sincc in rrro*, ,, large,umb*or of r.vorkers do trot rvork agaitrst payinellt of u'agcs a'll thc 'car

round, tl.ris dcfinition $,as incolnplete. Accordingty. ttr" ior],n]ittee lairl down that thosc people should be regardcd as ag;'icullurrl

u,orkers who u,orked for- 50 per cent or mole days on paylllent of u"ages'

The Sccond Agricultural Labour Enquir-y committee of 1956-57 took a broad vier'v of agrir:,ltural activities to include

rhosc workcrs also u,ho 
'vere 

cngagecl in allierl acri'ities like animal liusbanclr-v, clairy. pouitry, piggery, etc' The Second Comtitt''e

submittetl that to knor.v rvirether a householcl is an agp'icultural labour.ho,sehol.t we must exantine its main source of inco*e If 50

per cent or more of its incon.re is rlerjved as wages io, ,uorL rende'ed in agriculture, onll' then it coulri be classifled as agriculrurai

irt*r:rr*."r-,old. The cirargeove. fi'otu 'rvorl<' to 'ittcotne' seelrls lrlore scje'tific'

'The agticr,tltural u.orkcrs into trvo diiTerent catcgorics such as:

a. Attached labourcrs arc those workcrs who arc attached to soine other farmer houscholds on thc basis of a *'titten ot ot'al

agreclnent.
These attached wolkcrs are wor.king as per the wishes of their lrasters and arc not lree to u'ork al ally other 1l1ace' Thcy are

rvorkinc both in tire house and larms 0t thcir- [lasters. Thr-is. these attachcd labolrers are u'orkttlg as serfs or seLvanls atrd

they are also klorvtl as bonderl laboulcrs'

b. o, the other lrand. casual ].abourers arc those rvorke's rvho .re ti'ce to rvork in any iarrn oll the paymelrr rl{'daily wages'

Characteristics of agrieultural labour

L Large areas have been brought under inigation'

2. Use oIt'ertilizcrs and pcsticides l.ras been irrcreased'

3 . Large area tra* 1,.en tlrought under higli yielding vaf iety of seeris.rvhich brings gleen revolutiott in llidia'

4. Although moder-n rcchniqlles are adopteistili arimats play a significant role in variotts agricultural activities'

5. Malor pat't of thc agriculture depends nrainiy oll ll-lollsooll ralll'

6. Food crops are the Llajor parts of productiol'

i . Mcans ol'tran.p"n ""if 
f"iilities lor storing 1'ood are inadequate and roads are un-tlletalled'

Types of agriculture labour

a. Bonded or semi-Free Labourers : This group, called "Agrarian Serfs" byMerchant and Wadia, was made up of people

who conti.ued to work rurdcr almosr alt Jonditions. A report by Royal Cornrnissio, fbl Laborir and Eil.rpioyrrcnt' tlrose

rvho werc bound wcre bound b-v a necd to set money. witli no way t; prol-ect him, to begin scrving thc marr rvho gavc hirrr

his rnorcy,,, Thc moncy is,,t paid back. arid it's noi supposed to bc paid back. Thc borrower is lilc-lo,g botrds lave of the

person r,r,ho lcnt hirn tlic nrone y. He is h eateil likc a medieval serf since he is pai<i so little aud givctr so little to eat' Euslavers

c,uld buy or sell these cnslaved people, or thcy rnight even paum them' Eveu worse, thc bond was llcver repaid' and in

cerrai, cascs, subseque,l geucr-auons rvcre also-cl-iaiired as a rcsull. A1so, if the tttt]ster tvas unablc to providc work for the

labouler, he couid not pel.rrit hirn to travcl far fiom his horne'

b. Dlr.ar1'-Holding l-abourers: Srna1l-scalc landoll'ners, tenants, fann workers, and part-tirnc farmers all f-e1l into this

category. Tl-re fact that they u,eren,t like thc other I'arm rvorkers macle them stancl out fi'orn the crou'd. Thqy u'ert' nrotivatcd

to .,vork on a farm by the meagre r.r,ages li-on] theil primary employnlent. It r','as common lor women tnd other family

members to labour o, 1-ar,rs. Itv'as estlmatcd by DL. i'ot.l that in 19i1, there u'cre 32 miliion s'1a11-scalc fanrrcrs irr India

at the time. The rnajority of therl u,ere located in Bihar. Bcngal, Puniab, Uttar Pradesh, aud other regioirs'

c. undcr-Employcd Landless I-abourers: Tirc clu,arf-holding labourel's u'ere attached to thc land, rvhel'eas bonded labourers

became bound to their.enrltloyers. tn all cases. the primar-v cause was a lack o1'alternative etnPloyment opportunities'

Lanclless fa'-n labour.ers rvere-pushecl iuto tiris form of agricultural lvork after the landowret's or landorvners broke their

links to then.r. Regar"clless of rr.1ro r.vas respoirsible tbr the.employees'release, Thomas and Ratnakrishuan argue that the

price of thelr fi.eeJo,r was insufficient to compensate tb| the lacl< of a secure living etvironnrent'

I ull-Time Landless Laboure rs: Tire group 1,vas rnadc up of people u'ho u'orkcd on plantations and for r','ealthl' and $'eil-

ofIfa'r.rers. Becausc rnost fanrs arc located in rcnrr:rtc places u,ith iorv popuiations, it r','as hard to find enough u'orkcrts at

first. Becausc of the slavc rra{.1e. piantcrs r,,,ere forccd io comc up'"vlth a new'stratcgY to get ['orkets. The Plantatirin u'orkcrs

rvcrc almost likc bondcd or scmi-fi.cc labourcrs bec:ausc tl-rc-v didn't have a po\r'erful labour union, there ii'tls no stroilg

labour union. ancl owne.rs o1 plantations kncw cach r-rttrcr u'cll'

d.
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l!ational provisions oll protection of agricultural labour:

the conclitions of the asriculturai labourers. 
-f hey ar-e the utlktlorvtr(lovertrtleni has not taken an,v serious ef-fort to tmpt'ove

irnplenenting to the lnrlian labottrers. '[-heir nrigratii)11' tileil'
hlulatt labour iectiori. \1ost of the I-abour Legislation is t-ar fi'otr

lelnoval front j olr is alL done u'ithoui an-v inforrlratiull as per laws and only oir the li'ish of [he trlastet-s.

The establishment ,r1' a unifortl latrour standards had nlan.v struggles in dir e rse cortditions artd uneven ecotlollic

development. India was founder part of the ILO, it is permanent ntember of its goverrling bocly sincc its inccption.

Constitution Pror-isions:

The 1r.ar.ers o1'tire Ionstitutiorr rvere arvale of the socio-ecoi-iorrric problcnrs of aglicultulal labour in lndia'

The pr.ean-rble io the ConstitLition ollndia r.esolr,es to secure to all its citizens includirrg u'omeli:--justice. social' econonrii

ancl poiitical; libertl,of tirought. expression, tre1ie1, t:rith and rvorsliip; equality ofstatus and oppi;rtunity and to pronrote alnong

therri al1 f-iaternrt,v assrr.,ng tf,e dignity of the inclir,icluai and the unitv and integrity of the nation.

Equality ol status arrcl ol oppor-tunity rs a consistelrt princrplc of social Justice" 1br the realization of thc latter is almost

to upholcl tirc dignity or. 1ol.,o,ri The Constitulion of Inclia has givcn special attentror.r to the necds of \\romcll to enable tTretn to

excrcise their rights on arr cquai fboting rvjth mcn and palticipaie in narional dcvclopment. Thc clorlstitutio. aims at the creation

o{. a, cntir.cll,rerv social orcler n4rere alr citizens ,,i. gi.,e,., cqual opportunitics tbr grorr,'th aricl dcvelopnlcnt altd that no

discr-iminatioir on the basjs r:l'orga;rized itnd tttrorganized labour'

The co,stitution olildia guaralltccs 1.-undan-rcntal'rLights to people inclucling womcn undcr various provisions cotrtained

in lrart I11 olthc Constitution. Tiic relcvant plovisious e oncL't'nitlg \\()rrlelr arc as iollows:

constitutional courmitlrent recognizing right to equality iras been exphcrtly laid dora'n nndet' Article i4 of the Constitutioir

of lndia which provicles that the state shaii not rlerry to any person equaiity betbre the la$'or the equal p|otectior.r of lar"'' This

pro\,ision gu:rrantees to all pelsons. irrciuding agricultural labourers. the right to equality in larv'

Clonstitution ot tr.rdia prohibit tlre tr-a1lickilrg of inhunran beings, lo|cer.l labour. beggar, child labour"and other-similal forr.ns

olfbrced labour-a.d ally colrtravelrtion olthis pro-,'iiion shall be att r:fietrce punishable itr accordatlce rvith lau''

Directil.e prir.rciples of state policy are contained in Part [V of thc constitutiorr. ]-hose Dilcctivc principles, r,r'hich are

concerning r,,.omen and hat'c a special bcaring on thcir status, are given as fbllows:

Ariiclc 3g(a) directs tite siatc to tiame its policy Ibr erisu|iug that the citizens. nren and wonlL'lr equally have the light to an

ac-leqnate rneans of livclihoorl,

Articlc 39(il) directs rhc state to eflsure that (here is an cqual pa1, fo| cqual work ftrr both trlcn and wonlen,

Articic 3g(c:) iiirects tltL: State to ensul'e that thc hcalth anci strength of worket-s, tncn ancl wornen and the tender agc of

childern are not abused;

Articlc 42 directs thc state ro makc provision for: cnsuring just and humane conditions of work and maternity rclief;

Article rl3 provides that the state shall encleavour to secufe tr: all wofkers. both met1 and rvomen. a living rvage at-rd a decent

standard of life:

Article.16 directs thc state to pl.oll.lote riith special sare the eclucatior-ral and ecorrorlic htterests of the u'eaker sectiorls ol

the people. [1 15 ;ggar-ded to aim at improving the employ:.r.rent opportunities and conditjons, inter-aiia. of the r'vot'king wofielr.

Other Legal Provisions:

Minir.nur.I Wagcs Act 194g, the r.nain objecr o{'this lau'lvas to lk thc rniriimum u,ages in cmploymentto focr:s tou'ards

labourer.s :,.ulncrable to cxploitatiorr, Agricnltufal employment Ialrourers also comes in the purvier,v of tlris .Act t
The Bo,de6 Labiur Sysiem (.qbotirion) Act 1976, ihs Ac1 rnade provision to abolish bondcd labour to prevent exploiiatioil

of rhc r.r,eake r scctions. The bontle d labour systcur abolition Act of 1976 cnabled morc than lacks of pcoplc u'ere irlentified as boncietl

labourers and rehabilitated, Thcrc is another Act the Dangcrous N4achines (Rcgulation.l Act, i983, this Act rcgulates the use of

cla,gerous machincs ior labour and ifthcle is any bodily rnjury or <leath oaused the labour has to bc cotltPerlsatcd.

Unoi:ga,ised Wor.kers' Social Security Act 200ti, this Act ciet-rnes "lJnorganised Worker" as a liotne baserl rvorker^ self-

emplo-verl n urL"r, or a wage u,orkers organizecl or unolganized are enclosed. To afford social secrtritl' olthe unorganisecl rvorkers

Social Secu.ity Act of 2008 rvas enactecl.

These catr be achieved thloLrgh

1. Arvar.eless canlps lhr.ough (ior.ernntent and non-(1o.,'emmental ot'garrizations atrd ensured that it has cor,ered all rtu'al

1;opulation and includes ali thc scatrcred farurers'

cducation atrd eve tr thr nrigratoi'y lrature
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Issues and Problerns of Agricultural lahour in lndia

i. Erccss Working I-lours: The rvorking hours olthese labotei.-r arc not only illegr-llar but also ercessive . The;' hai'c Lo \\'ork

sipce moiling to late night. llis u,orking hours change ri'ith liat'r'est. season and u'orl<.

2. Scasonal Elrplo-1.ment: The agricr-rltural labor rloes not get u'ork 1br the rvhole year. Accolding to the Sccorrd ,'\gricultural

I-abor Inycstigatiop Socictl'. a Seasonal labor gets an avcrage of'lc)7 days ol'-rvot k in n ycar. Sirnilarly. child lalror gets 2C):1

days and trvoilen gct I.tr1 clays of ernplovmcrlt. Thris, t)rcir avcragc antiual illcome is vcrY lowcr.

3 L,orv Wages: lhe wage levei of agriculhlrcl labors r.,etr, lorv as cotltpared to that of industriaL labor. IL has tu'o reasons

rncrease in landless laborers lack ot non-agricultur-ai at'eas of u'ot-k itt rural at'eas.

4. Agricultural Slaverl,': Nlajority of agricultural laborcrs ar-c iandloss and of backu,ard classcs. Due lo thcir 1or"'cl social

status they are treatcd'as anlmals, Big land o\\'net's rnake thcm rvork as slavcs. They arc used as lal-rerr-crs and itr t.ctutl grr cn

ruinirnurtt wagc..

5. Indebtedness: I)ue 1o lower inconre, the jndebtcdness of'agricultural {'armers is incrcasing. They hcsitate in rregotiating

their rvagcs rvith rhe lancl owners in ths i'eal' thar their serviccs rvould be terminatcd. Thc laborcrs rernain indebted even

afler working r.r,ith ihe land owncrs {br their wholc iilc

6. Nof United: Sincc the agricgltural laboi'crs alc sprearl in n.rillions of village ali ovcr thc coulltn thcy lack uniry. Thus' thel'

are unable to negotiatc their wagcs cto. with lhe land ownet's by uniting thettrsclves.

7 . Exploitation of Child and Women Laborers: Due to lorver income the children aud r.vomen of agricultr-ral laborers are

also tbrccd to worl( fbr thcir' livelihood. The chilcl and women laborers are I.ttade to work morc for iivelihood. Thus,

exploitation of child labor and worran labor is a rnajor pt'oblert in the field of agricuiture.

8. Lon'cr Social Status: M6st of the agt"icultul'al ia.borers ai'e of backrvat'd classes r.vho have been erploited since cetrturies.

DLre to this reason also their social status is Iorver.

g . Shortage of Other Jnbs: There is shortage o1'ot1-re r j obs in r,illages. Thus, il the clop is destroyed by {loods. lamincs e tc.,

it becomcs difflcult fbr the agricultural labor to surrrivc.

10. Housing Problem: Thc landlcss laborcrs have no private house. They live in cottages, made on thc uscless land of-the

landou,ncrs u,ith thcir pcrmission and in its retum thcy havc to rtot'k u'itholtt paymellt, tbr thc landoil'ncrs- Whcn a tllimbcr

of people live under tire same root, thc ph5rsical, social, moral and rcligious probler.u arises.

International Provisions on Protcction of Agricultural Labour;

Thc ILO's rnantial.c on organiztttion of agricultural labouls and prot-uotcs eqltal t'ctt-tunoratiotr atnong tnen and \\/onlcn

labour in the rvorid.

The Equal Remuneratittn Convention, 1951:

The Equal I{emuneration Clonvention, 1951 u,as ibrrnally adopted in 195 1 and elltered ir.tto tbrce in May 1953.'fhe

Clonveltiotr focuses on gepder discrinrination in enrployment and outhnes principles for the equal reniuneration for u'orl< ofequal

to itrplemer-rt donrestic 1au,s. regulations o11 lvage detelmiuatiot-L andior support collective agreements betu'eeti u'orkers'and

emplo-vels' organizations. The Conventiotr's implernreutation is supen'ised by the ILO's Conlmittec'of Erperts. Eve[, three years.

Equal Remr-rnr:t'ation Cour,'ention is part of thc 15 core conver-ttiot'ts covercd under the GSP regulation. t

Rural \Yorkers Organisations Convention, 1975:

A11 categones of rural norkers. u,hether they are wage earners or seif-employed, shall have the right to establish and,

subjcct o;ly to thc rules ofthc organization concerned, tojoin organizalions, oftheir orvtr choosing u,ithout previous authorization.

The principlcs of tl'cedonr of association shall be fu11y rcspccted: rural r'r,orkers'ot'gatrizations shall be independent and voluntarv in

character ancl shal1 r'cmain tice fiom all intcrference. cocrciorr or rcpressron. Nationai policv shall facilitatc lirc establishrnent and

grorvth. os a voluntar,v basis. of strong and independent organizations of rnral t'orkcrs as ari ctfectrvc means of cnsnting the

participation of thesc workcrs in cconontic and social devcloptlrcr.rt.

Others ILO Conventions

L Right of Association (Agriculture) Convention. I 92 1

2. Mininrun Wage-Fixing N'lachinerl. Co;rvention. 1928

i. Forced l-.abour Cotrvention. 1930

4. Equal Remunet'atiorl Convention, i95 I

5. Ilqualitl. ol'Trcatnretri (Social Sccurit-v) Convortion, 1962
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The Cenre and the State Government should ensrlre t\ /o aspects of Legislation; fbrrning the Secutity LegisJation, amending
the Legislation as to the need and requirements of the Agricultural labourers and the most important aspect to taken to the
other labourers. The employer utilises the innocence and unavrare situration of the employee.

J.

Mahatma Gandhi Nationai Rural Emplc-rymett Guarantee Act 2005: National Rural ernploymert gual'antee Act 2005 is an
Indian labou lar+'and social security measures ti.iat airas to guarantees the 'right to work'. It aims to enhance livelihood security in
mral areas by providing at ieast 1 00 days of wage enlploymcnt in a financial year to every house hpld whose adult members volunteer
to do unskilled manual wort.

Ali the airore l-egislations rlrth regalci to sociai securitl,are gool1 to be appr:ai'eil in paper. Llu[ it never t"eaches t]re

progranrs. But there are r-uan),'irore benefrciary acts that stay only in paper similar acts a1'e Agricultural labour and ther \,{atelnitl'
Bcncfit Act, 1961 . Thc Enrplol,crs providcnt Funds and \'{isccllancous Provision Act, I952. If the State (ioriertrment dcsjrcs so it
can enact thcsc lau,.s and nral<e it eff'cctiYc to the Agriculturai labourers. Equal Rcrnuneration Act. 1976 [t also remain powerful in
papcr. But not cxecutcd 1or errployee^s- No discrinrinatioir to be shotcd bascd on ser ibrpcr'lbrnring lhc samc rvor'lr or u,ork o1 a

sirnilar naturc.

Conclusion:

Aqlicriltule is consiciered the backbone oi'an1'econorrv rrr the irtist and continued to do it toda1,. The agricultural se(rtor
has crrployed thc majority oltlrc u'orkfbrce olLrdia. It is not thatprolitablc but has thc potential of incor.ne if utilized u,iscly, Iike
using allied activities rvith thc Farrning. It can boost both ccononiy arrcl the income of tl.re pcrson doing it througl.r varioris
conrbinaiions u,ith agricullure.'I'l're Government is also trving to rctbrnr the lau,s that play a nra-jor hurdle in dcveloping the
agricultural laboLrr scctor in intlia. The Govenrnrent lill nor,v rn''as onll'using the socialist apploirch. but nor.v it is tried to llsc tllc
capiliilist approach o1'contract lirrnrrng. The best approaclr can lre the conrbrnation o1'boih approaches, and thc varialion ofusing

coLultry's gcogr:aphy arc diverse. so i1. nceds a law lr"hicir suils thc environrncnt o1'the palticular rcgio:r.
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AN O\-ERYIEW ON THE INTER-STATE RIVEIT AND WATER
T}ISPUTE,S

Ramesha. K.r

tAs.si.s.tunl Pr,Je!;sor rsf'Lcru', Surasu,athi Luw'College, C'hitrurttrrgu.

ABSTRACT:

Since most rivers in Inclia are intcrstate, thcrc havc bcen numerous, ongoing disputes ovcr hov,' to

govem and distribute rhe propofiionatc usc of these rivcrs. Several legislatures as well as Articles 262^

Ie:, und 131. u,hich oil'.r- tl c procerlurc fbr resolving inter-Statc conflicts, makc up thc pre-

indcpcnilclcc cra's body of lau, in this area (r'ia thc Parliament). Water supplies, irrigation, and othcr

topics are subject to icgisiation tiorn both thc Parliamcnt and thc State. The River Boards Act of 1956

ancl tl-re Iptcr-State Water Disputcs Act of 1956 are tu.o significant pieces of lcgislation rhat havc been

thorogghll, discussed in thi,s articlc. detaiiing their provisions fbr dispute resolution. advisory

opiniois, negotiations, and other activities. The National Water Developmerlt Agency arld the

Resources Developrnent Council. both olwirich have the Prime Minister as their chaimatt. have also

been established as organisations to support river-rvater developrnent. The Hon'ble Supreme Coutl's

stance on interstate rviter conflicts, particularly tlre Cauvety case, is also discussed in detall itl this

essay, along rvith hr:lv it decided the rights o1' the contenditrg states. Last but trot least' sot-ne

diffitulties iaced by Tribulals have been outlined, along with possible solutiotrs. such as granting

contempt powers for enlbrcenrent, elirriflatilig delays. complete lav's, etc'

Keyn*orcls; Sct,eral legislatures, irier-State canflicts, Woter supplies, irrigatiort, J{ationql Waler

D ev e I op nt ent,4 g enc1" fl e s r: u r c e s D ev e I op m e rtt C o Lt n' c:i l'

INTRODUCTION:

Water is a fuuclanteptal natural resource that is essential for ueeting basic ltutnan needs as r'vell as for

the developurerrl of ntany other nations. As a result, such a resource's platrning, developntetlt' and

adr-ninistraiior-r are given national attention. N{ost India's major rivers, as well as thejr tributaries and

sub-tributaries. florv betureen statesr. As a result, there have long been disagreements betrveen states

or,er hor,v to use. rxanage, or distnbute such rivers. In this area, legislation has a long history that dates

back to the period before independence. Irrigation r,vas constituted a provincial topic by the GOI Act

of 1919, although irems impacting relations betu,eetr one province aud any otlrer area fell rvithin the

puruiew of theient.al assenrbly. Theri. under the GOI Act of 1935, rivel disputes tretween several

p.ovinces received attenlion. The Act's "tvatel'" sectiolt covered the topic in sectiotls 130 to 134" The

draught Tndian Constitution's articles 239-242 r'r,ere the result of this.

Dr. Arrbedkar suggesrecl a change dr-rring the cleliberatiorr of the Draft Constitutional provision

regardiug the requirerrrent of establishirrg a penxanellt instittttion to resolve disputes, the frequency of

.r,l.,i.h r.vas cerrain io rise \1,iil: the t"ull iitilisatiou olsuch u/ate!"s fr-rr irrigatiorl ancl pou'et'gcrreratiolr irr

independent Itrclia. These f'actors led to the acl.optiorr of the currellt Att. 262 in the ConstitutioB -

Articles 262, 263 ancl I 3l of the Indian Constitutiorr provide various charrnels for tlre resolution bf
clisputes between Srates. The provisions of the Goterment of India Act, 1935 and the statute

goveming the rights of States with regard to the waters of interstate rivers utlder the Irrdian

r Gulhati N.D.. Devolopment of Inter-State Rilers (1972), pp. 5
r D.D.Basu. Comme ntar1.' on thc Constifution of Lrdia, Sth Ed' pg 9 I i 2'
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L.onstitution arc ncarly' idcntical.r For instance. Entrv 17 of List-2 ol tl-ic 7th Schcdulc o1' tlrc
Constitution ol Iridia grantcd Statcs thc same lcgislatil'e aLrthor-ily as Entrv I9 ot I-isr-2 of thc .Act erf
1935's 7th Schcclulc. Accordins to thc Articlc, no statc is allou'ed to lrst- intelstatc \\rrer in a u,a1, 11121

u,ouid be dctrirncntal to the interests of'another state.

The 1935 Covernmcnt ol'lndia Act, Scction 204, is the sourcc of this articlc. 1l tlakes ir possiblc to
resolve conflicts bctrveen state s and bctu,cc:n thi: union and a statc. Hou,er.er^ thc proviso of 131 lirnrts
the Court's ability to ruie on particuLar trcaties, arnong other things. Only in circumstaitccs n,hcrc
therc is a disputc about the existcilcc o1'a lcgal right that lras bcen tr"rtricatcly intcrpleted by thc
Supreme Court in nurtcrous cases'mav Article 131 he irtr,.okcd.

It is crucial to t'ctnember that thc Constilution does not rnhcrently offcr a procedure fcr rcsolving
watcr-rclated dtsputes.s Dur-- to lintry 56 of List I of thc Constitution, it is the Par'liarnent's
rcsponsibility to deliberate and take actjon in lirc rclcr,ant topic. Undcr Hnh'y i7 of List iI. thc statcs
have becn given the autlrority to enact 1au,s govcrnirrs u'atcl supplics. irrigation and canais. draina_rc
atrrl ctnbanktrcnts, watct'storagc, and u,aterpo\\rer', L;ut these l;rr,l,s rnLrst hc subject to Union lcgislatit,e
authority.

It is rraintained tlrat interstate river and power sharing should be treated as a state rratter and given
prirracy. Howevei-, because tlany of these princely states had aurariarr econornies and joined the
Ittdiart Uttion on the conditiorr of sorne autoirorly. they refused to give r-rp their control over water
regulation, therelore the Constitutron had to tal<e this into accoultt. States cannot be rrieu'ed as regulal
entities interested in property disputes sirrce they are quasi-sovereiglt bodies. This is possil:ly the

.justif ication behind Article 262. lvhich gives the Parliarrent the anthority to create separate larvs lbr
ihe resolution of-rvater disputes between States.6

Constitution al Ferspective :

'fhe parliament has passed a numbet'ollarvs and legislation to handle the problem of water disputes.
Otre of these issues, the regulation o1i interstate rivers, led to the passage of the River Boards Act of
i955. Other issues. like the Narmada Ci:ntrol Author:itv. merely have operational irnplications.i Union
has additiottal rvater-related authorit,v that it may use, for erampie, during the impact analysis of
sigliiicant projects that cail lbr enr''irorrmental approvai.s Tr.vo signiticant pjeces of parliarneritary
iegislatieu-The River Boards Act of I95rr and The Inter-State Water Disputes Act ol I9,56-need to
be exarlinecl in order to betler cor.r-ipreirend the cclnstitulional system governing inter-state r,vater
disoutes.

Inter-State Water Dispute Act, 1956:

The Govenrment of India Act, 1935. served as the impetus for the 1956 Inter-State River \\:ater
Disputes Act. It iucludes clauses that are comparable to Sectiorrs 130 to 132 of the Act of 1935. In
accoi:dance r.l,rth Arricle 262 of rhe Corrstitution, this act rvas passed. But in a purel,v legai sense. u'ater
tribunals or,r,e their existeuce to the Indian constitution's authors'choice to give stale govenrlrenrs

l Repc,rt of the NiLrrnada Water Dispute: Tribunal. Vol unrc- l, page 1 08, para 8.2.9].
' ii) state of {lqasthan r,. Union of lndia. AII| 1g11 SC l36 1 ; f inl t StlC 592 (llajasthan Assernbiy l)issoi,dor e ase .l. 1ii1
Statc0l'Karnatal<av.u-nionoflndia,AiRllrTES(-(r8,parasl41-1r19, 159-i65, 198-203(i997)4SCC608.iit.1Sratcol
Biirar v. Unron ol lndia^ AtR 1970 SC 144(r: ( 1970) i SCC 67i 

Ganih-Lr N ir-. rn.l T3clagali II.V.. Educarionai t'hilosophy of I]r. Zakir Ihrsain (20t)8), pp. 232
" lllokip T., l-hr-orcti.-al Considelations olI'olitical Lrlecrarion and thc hrriiirn lixpericnce, IJSAS 4(1) 201 1. pp.22l-23.1.
'li4nhi.1 ,AD,'(iovernrnenlPolicicsand Prograrnnres'inJllriscoc&RPSL{a1ik^llandbookofWaterllesourccs jnlntlia-
Dci'e)opr-ttcnt. Matragcmcnt aud Stratcgics (Ne u, Deihi: l'he World Bank and Oxlbrd Univet'sitv Press. 2007) 10.
o Go.,ctrir:,tclit of India. Thc Environrr-rcntal lntpacr :\sscssmcnt Nuiflcation 2006.
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col.itrol olcl.\\al.1' \\'i1ter was includccl on thc statc llst u.ircr.r to1'lics were cliviciecl according to
whctltcr th$' shouid bc hanclled by thc st;rtcs. the union, or sirnultancously by botl,.q Thc rtritrt"
dcfincs r"'aier conllicts and allou's diffcrcnt statcs to protcst to thc fcclcral govcrnnrent about w.ater
problcms. Thc rcsolutton of contlicts involving thc u,aters of Intcr-State Ril,crs and River Valleys is
also providcd for. \\'hur thc Clertral gclrrcrnment bclievcs that dialosuc cannot rcsolvc thc issue, thc
icgislation pertr-rits thc creation of tlibunals to rcsolr,c dispurcs otr intclstatc rivers or watcru.ays. Thc
Sarkaria Contnrissiort had suggcsted that a Tritrunal bc estalrlishetl ivhe n the State Govcnirrcnt fi1ci1 a
complaint, and that it issuc a r.erdict rvithin fir..e years.

Thc act states that thc dccisions madc by thc tribunals in this nranner will be final and conclusivc. and
thc Suprerne Corirt u'iil not hear any appeals. As a result" it is obvious that the Suprcrne Court and
othcr courts have no jurisdtction or.cr these issues. Ho-uvevcr, the tribunal simply has tlie authority to
make decisiclns: it l.ras no influcnce over horv such d.ecisions are carried out. Thc tribunal's rnandate
also includes conducting invcstigations into issues of public significancc, such as lvater pollution,
flood control. thc sustainability o1'rir.er basin productivity, the corrsequences of climate change, and
othcrs. Though sevel'al u,atcr tribunals, including the Krishna, Narmada, Goclavari, Cauvcry. Ravi,
and Beas Tribunals. had bcen established by the Union govet-nilrent in accordance rnith thc statutc.
However. the rva,v tirese tt'ibunals operate is not ideal because lhere are delays at evely stage o1'the
process.

Since the tribunal ottiy operates at the request ofthe relevant state. the board acted in accordance vrith
the spirit olthe constitution by upholding the notion that water is a state topic. Additionally, becarise
the board's decision is final ancl bindirrg. it cornbines the abilities and standing of the legal sysrem.
Even though the act provrded relatively clear principles for any water issue, diffelent conflicts
noltetheless follorved diverse coul-ses to resolution because the larv allo*,s for a great deal of latitude.

River Boards Aet, 1955:

Tn 1956, the River Eoards Act was passed by the Parliament in accordance witii the authority granted
bv Entry 56 of List L'fhe sole tirne the Parliarrrent has exercised the author:ity granted to it by Entry
-56 is in this Act. The board's prinrary responsibilities were to oversee oppropiiui. aud optimal use of
ihe u'ater l'esources of the interstate rivers and to keep an eye on various irrigatlon, u,ater supply, and
hvdroeiectricity power gerterating plans. However, the board's activity is advisory .in nature a1d is
soieiv intended to offer counsel and suggestions. By failine to appornt Rrver Boards, the act has been
rendered nulI and void.

Thus, the act had uot beett effective, and one of the main reasons fbr this rs that Entry 56 grants the
Uttiotl a massive and lttrrestricted anrount of por.ver, u,hich, u,hen combined witir its abundant
resources, ailows it 1o etrcroach on territory that is under the control of the States""'River Boards.
such as the Upper Yanruna Rivcr Board and the Betwa River Board, were established under
independent legislation, lrut they ser-v'ed to carry orlt a nlutuallv agreed-upou sharing agreentellt
bet'uveetr States. River Boards calr.lot be established to oversee the execution of Tribunal awards.

Nationnl Water Policy" 1987:

The boaril was estahlished by the Miuistry of Water Resource to coutrol rvater developnrenr qpci
planning and guarantee their best use. This water policy's Section 21 specifically addresses-ho1'waTcr.
is dish-ibuted atnottg the states. It has emphasisecl the necessity of developing and mauagirg water
resources hoiistically and comprehensively, rneeting various requiremeuti through a paiticipatory

e.Pani N- Tte Placc of rhe Tribu,al In Intcr-stare warcr Dispute, Voi. 2 Issue 1rf' Sarkalia Comntission Rtporl ( 1 glili). Chapter XVII, para 1 7..1.01
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approlcl.r. Thc boarrl's additional dr,rtics inclucle cnsuring thal watcr r€sourccs are ailocatcd plopcrly,

trticycntrng al1 lorns of erploitation. setting up a unilbrt-n national information system r'r'itlt it tletwol'k

ol.6ata balks and dala biises, and other sirnilar tasks. The 20 12 amurdlnent to this national vn'ater

strateg)- places rrore focus on thc dcvelopmcnt of r.&'ater bodies by granting tircm the label of

"cconor"nic good."

To cncouragc river-u,ater rlevcloprnenl, the cerlrrc has cstablislrcd two otlrcr organisatiolls. 'All State

irrigatiol ministcrs ser\,.c as ,r,.r',rb.., of thc non-slatutoty National Water Devclopnterrt Agency' The

agi.y,s dgties includc conducting survcys, invcstigalions, anrl studies lor thc devclollrncnr of the

plnigsular dycrs, a componcnt of ihe national watcr p1an. Thc agcncy's goal is to enco'rrage the bcst

possiblc use of the nation's resourccs. This plans to use any cxtra \vater itl the nation's u'atctt'ays' The

Watcr Resources Dcvclopment Council is the other organisatioir, and all statc chief ministcrs are

mcrnbers as rve1l as its chairman, thc pritne ministu-r.

Judicial Approach:

Scverai interstate r-ir,.er u,ater dispr-rtes lrarre been br-ought i:eforc thc Suprcme f,ourt over the year-s

u,ith rcgartl to a nurr.rber of tiifferent issues. including the Tribr:nal's ability to handic a requcst for an

interjlx;ilocation (Cauvery), the rron-itnplenrentatiou oi a Tribunal order (Cauvety), shortcornirlgs in

er*,ironrneutal protection ind rehabilitatiou (Narmaria), the constitutionality of a State Legisiature's

act termilating ail pri.or w-ater agreernellts (Puniab). etc. Eaclt of these instatrces involved sotrre olher

coppected Irgrl o,: constitutioual questiorr, trot.lhe u'ater-sharing isslte, which had already been

decided or was still treing dccided by a Tribunal.l1

Wiren the Supreme Court's rulilgs in irrterslate rvater conflicts are arlalysed, it becomes clear that the

court saw a conflict betvreen "v".e the peopie" and the "sr:vereign socialist secuiar detrocratic republic"

o1. ludia.rr Befor-e of&.dng hasty soluiious to interstate water disputes. it is crucial to cotnpreherld arld

corsicler the tensios. Theie are trvo categories of iuterstate u,ater disputes. The rights of states and the

extent of those rights rlsrde the Union are o11e area of contention. The states ma-v- petition the Supreme

Court to decide orr issues relatilg to corrsritutional rights, r,r,ilh the exceptiou of revisit'ing the tenns of

unillcation.rl On the other ha1d, interstate rivers do riot cotlce11i cottstitutiottal rights problems.

River Kaveris's Case:

The re-sharing of r,r,aters that have already beerr fully consttmed is at the lieart of the CauYery dispute

case. The Canvery cases are sigtrificant in two rvays. First. lhey opened the door 1br the Supreme

Courl,s interrrention in interstate lvater disputes, rvhich w-ould not have been possible u'ithout a

colstitutional mandate. Tl-ris dispute lias its roots in two agreetnents signed by the govemments of

Kanrataka (the ancient \4ysore) aud Madras itr 1892 ar-rd 1924. respectivelv. 'lhe Kanrataka

Govermnent asserts that the agreement preveltts the state frclm receiving its fair share of $'ater atld

that as a result. the state should re-enact the agreement, rvhich should be based orr "equitable

distributiol", The Tat1i1 Naclu governmert argues that atty rrlodificatiorl to the agreelllellt's strLictllre

*rill have a sigpifioaut ilrpact on lnatl); pcople becanse it has already created pi-etrrarations to aclr'atrce

the deal. The accorcl rejec'ts the Suprerne Courl's original jurisd.iction rir-rder Arricle i31 of the Indiarr

Constitutiou. Howe,u,er, the issue aihand is the execution of the Tnburral's hrterilr Order. alolig r'vith

t

i1 Tlrc Stqtrcute cor,Lrt anri river r,r,atei disputcs, Ranrasu'atny R- [yer, Thc hindri , fl iA9i12
1r pctrclla" R. fhe Warel l\'lanil'esto. Lonrlon: Zed Ilooks, and Battgalorc. Ilooks tbl chan-qe
1-t 'fhe Consritution Of hrdia, Arlicle l3 1 .
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the connccted sub1.-ct oi-adhcrcncc to thc lulin-gs of thc Caurcry Rilcr Authoritv anil to thc Suprcrnc
Court's oran instructior.rs,'" rvhrcir is squarcly u,ithin thc Suprenrc Coun's pun,icw.

Aftcr scr''cral drscr-rssions bct$,cen the tu,o states and thc ltdcral governn'lent, the Cauvery Fact
Finding Coittrrtittr-c's report u'as fina113, approved. Conccrns about thc agrcernenl's expiration lrrose.

oncc mo1-e . Tire statc ol Tarnil Nadu aslrcd thc golcr-nnrent to bring thc dispute to a tdbunal in
accordancc u'ith the Intcr Statc River WaterDispute Act ol 1956. But whcn this appeal u,as ienored,
Tamil Nadu vt'cltt to thc Supreme Court 1o ask it. to ordcr thc state of Karnataka not to move througlt
rvith a neu, ltroject that $'ould rcsult itr thc loss of livelihood. Karnataka nevertheless continued u,ith
thc p|oje ct's corlslructiorl.

A tribunal u,as finallv cstabLished in 1990 thanlis to a Suprenre Court decision. Tn June 1991, the Soon
Tribunal issucd a tcmllorary order. First, Karnataka rvas instructcd to make sure that 205 TMC fcct of
rvater fi'ot.n its rcscn,oirs wcrc made availalrlc at Nletter over thc coursc of a year, f}om June to May,
until thc Ti'ibunal's final rcsolution ol'tlre matter. Sccond, it ra.,as ordered that Karnataka not use more
Caur.erv u'ater for. irrigation than i 1.2 iakh acrcs.

In ordcr to ensurc the execution of thc Interim Ordcr, thc government establishcd tin o new
organisations in 1997: the Cauvery River Authority and the Cauvery Monitoring Committee. hr the
event that the Interitl Ordel was disobeyed. one of these authonties allolved for the takeover of dam
control. Additiona111,, the group irrcluded experts and other officers to investigate the situation and
infonr the authorities. Once rnore, the rnechanisrn fell short, aud a protracted period of dispute
followed.

The tribunal issued its final award in 2007 after nearly 17 years of extensive discussion and debate.
TamilNadu rn'ill receive 419 million cubic feet (instead of the requested 562). Kamataka will receive
270 million cubic feet, Kerala r'vill receive 30 million cubic feet, and Puducherry will receive 7,000
nrillion cubic feet. Karnatakarvould be required to release i92 billion cubic feet annually, of u,hich 7
bjllion crLbic feet wili be drverted to Puducherry. Additionally, a cer1ain arrouit of water was se1 aside
1br erlvironuental col.]senation and the inevitable journey to the sea. Tarnil Nadu and Puducherry
acccpted the order, but the Kamataka adurir.ristration was not irappy with it, and this resulted in a
Iar',:c-sc.rIe protest.

Tire govemtnent established a temporary body in 2013 as pafi of the Cau'u,ery Water (Implementation
of the Order of 2007) Scherne. which was implernenled in response to the 2007 award. The
organisation is tasked with carrying out the Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal's ruling. The order has
not ,vet been put ir-rto effect, though, because the Supreme Court is still considering a Special Leave
Petitron on the sttbject. The Cauvery River water-shal'ing corrtroversv has gained national attentiotr.
Without a doubt, it is one of ludia's most colltentious interstate ril,eL water conflicts. Tire governnrent
must step in arrd make a good contribution because of how con, plicated the nature of the disagreement
is.

COI{CLT]STOI{ A]\D SUGCESTIOT{S :

-i'he nrcclrauisrri dealing re,jtlr irrter-statc xratc:r r.iispLites lutri-:ticius inr:fJtertivelv because of'ser,eral
reasons. The trost prolnittent problem faced by it is that it do not have auy effective authority for Oe
implementation of the order o1'the tribunal. The Tribunal can only gir,'e an award but cannot enforEe
its inrplernentation. It has not been clothed with powers of purrishmeut for'contenrpt'. In fhe event of
llolr-implementation of an ISWD Tribunal's au,ard by a state govemment, the central goyetxlxent can

1r 
Cauvcr']', Drspute: Ar Instancc of Jutlicial Fallac1,, \4r. Naresh pareeh. Marrupatra.
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{llrilirrg n(r!'su:rsion)issuc a,Jircction 1o the crring statc anil tl.icn inrol..c -A-r'ticlc -156, bLrt that -ceetrs ar-r

extr"eme stcpl bcsidcs, u,.hcn a populal go\rernrrent colircs back it ixay oncc again refusc to inrplcnrent
thc avl,ard. There is no casy ans\vcr to this prohlL-nr. '' Cau..-,y uatcr disputc case is a classic erarrple
sl-iourcasing conrplicatcd sccnario of rivcr urater nlanagcnreiit and governancc in lndra.

Whcn thcre is shortagc, w'hen dcvclopnrcntal pro1ects srorv. and liparian States do not en-ioy equal
access to the sourcc, intcr-statc problcrrrs arc bound to risc in shar:ing. It has bcen recouul'rcnded b-v thc

Sarkaria Comnrission that thc tribunal alr,ard's should be equatcd rvith the status of the clecrcc of thc
Suprcrle Cour-t. Appeals to thc court in 1arye numbcr to thc court reflects thc fajlure of the

governnlent in thc handling rvatcr rclated disputcs. Though the issues relaling to thc rvatcr ailocation
involvcs special tcchnicalitics but entrusting thc adjudicatory power to the tribunal lcads to

undennining the status of tlre Fedcral govcntmcnt. This mav lcad to creating of r-nore obstacles rathcr
finding a solution. The tribunal also iacks tl-rc pou,er ol enforcernent ol its clecrsion u'hich Suprcmc
Court is cndowed u,ith. Thus such nrattcrs which involves public importance shouid bc guided and
decidcd by thc coufi.

The Provision undcr Article 262 sccms to bc rnsu{f icienl. It x,ould have becn better: if a machincrl'
had bcen u.ritten into thc Constitution itself. Thcn it rvould not be left to the Parliament to providc a

machinery. 5 years passed befbre the lrrtcr-State Water Disputes Act rvas passed in 1955. Articie 262
grants power to r.nake a larv; it does rlot ilnpose a duty. lor no coult can issue a rnandarrrus to the

iegislature to rnalie a la\1,.i6 Also no provision of the Constitution cali bcr held ultra-l'ires, but an.v law,
or part of larv rnade under Article 262 can be held ultra-r,ires. Also there are always inordinate delays
in the setting up of triburiais and deciding tlre award. The right to have a dispute referred to a tribunal
unCer IWSDA is dependeut ou the opirrion of the Centrai Governrnent that the rnattel cannot be

settled by negotiations.'' In light r:1'the prevailing loopholes irr functionirrg of the system. certain
recomlendations can be considered. Firstly, there is a need to set up a permanent tribunal for such
disputes instead of creating one each tirne. Then it has beer suggested by the NCRWC that the Jnter-
State Water Disputes Act, 1956 be repealed and in its place a lrlore cornprehensive parliarnentary
iegislatiou should be enacted. trt is of* the vierv that it is not necessary to exclude Inter-State Water
Disputesfrorrtheodginaljurisciictionof theSuprenreConr1rinderarticlel3l oftheConstitutionaud
ihat such disputes should also be macle to fall u,ithin the exclusive.jurisdiction of the Suprerle Coufi.r8

The rationale lrehind this is that almost in every case either of the party approaches Supreme Court
seekirrg judicial revieu, of the order c-r for the enforcerrent of the Fundamental rrghts. This leads to
involvement of two fbrunrs in decision making. Also^ parlrarrelrt needs to exercise its pou,ers under'
Entry 56 List I effectively. According to National Water Policy, this can be done by setting up of river
boards. Altenrativel-v, it has been suggested by sorne scholars that the Supreme Court shor-rld onlv be

granted appellate jurisdiction, rf an appeai lo the Suprerne Court is possible, at least uo state cari

reasonably nurse a sense of grievance and as the Sripreme L-ourt's decisions are stili beinu respected
and obeyed in this country, the nou-implemeutation problem will disappear.re

r j 
Inte r-State Waier l)isputcs Aol lc)5(r; lf i1'ficr.rlries and Solutions, iLaurasu'iur1, R. Iycr, Econornic anrl l'oljli,*l \\'ccLlr.

Vol. 37. No. 28 (-lr.r1. 1 3- 19, 2002), pp. 2907-29 I 0, Ilcontxric and Political Weekly.
rt' Scerviri FI.lv{., Llonstitutiorral Lau.of India. VoI.3 ( 4th Edition) pp. 3243
r7 The Lrter-Statc 1r\raLcr l)isputes Acl. Scotir:n 4( I )

't NCRWC. Ilcport ol the NCII\\rC. Vol. I (3 I st N,{arch. 2002). para 8. I 1 "'tr
1e lyer R.l{., hrte r'-Statc Warel Disputes Act i 95(r: Difficulties and Solutions, EPW. Voi. 3 7, No. 28 (Jul. I 3 -1 9, 200:). pp.
2907 -2e 10
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