Report on the Two-Day National Conference on "Relevance of

Vivekananda's View on Youth in the Current Scenario"
Date:4th and 5th April 2025

The Department of Youth Empowerment and Sports, Government of
Karnataka, in collaboration with Karnataka State Law University, NSS Unit,
Hubballi, and Saraswathi Law College, Chitradurga, successfully organized a two-
day National Conference on "Relevance of Vivekananda's View on Youth in the
Current Scenario™ on 4th and 5th April 2025 at the Saraswathi Law College
campus in Chitradurga.

Inaugural Session

The conference was hosted by Sri Murugeshappa, Physical Director which
was commenced with an auspicious inaugural ceremony by beautiful invocation
sung by Lavanya and team, students of Saraswathi Law College, Chitradurga,
followed by the warm welcome speech, delivered by Dr. N. D. Gowda, Assistant
Professor, which was further followed by lighting of the lamp by distinguished
dignitaries, academicians, NSS officer, students, and youth leaders. The chief
guest, Prof. (Dr.) C. Basavaraju, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Karnataka State
Law University, Hubballi, highlighted the importance of Swami Vivekananda’s
timeless message on youth empowerment, character building, and nation-building.
He also said that Vivekananda was a bridge—between East and West, tradition and
modernity, contemplation and action. In a time when India was still shackled by
colonial chains, he instilled national pride, reminding us of the spiritual treasures
of our culture. But at the same time, he emphasized education, rationality, and
scientific thinking—because true spirituality is not blind belief, but awakened
CONSCiousness.

Smt. D. K. Sheela, Senior Advocate and Secretary, Saraswathi
Education Society, Chitradurga addressed the gathering and said Swamy
Vivekananda’s concept of ‘man-making education’ is particularly relevant today.
In his own words, “We want that education by which character is formed, strength
of mind is increased, the intellect is expanded, and by which one can stand on one's
own feet.” Imagine if our institutions fully embraced this vision—what a
transformation that would bring!

Principal of Saraswathi Law College, Prof. (Dr.) M. S. Sudhadevi
delivered the Keynote address, emphasizing the relevance of such a conference in
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today’s socio-political climate, where the energy and direction of the youth can
shape the nation’s future.

Sri H. Hanumanthappa, President, Saraswathi Education Society,
Former Member of Rajyasabha delivered the presidential address and said as we
begin this enriching journey over the next two days, let us remember that Swami
Vivekananda did not ask us to worship him; he asked us to live by the ideals he
stood for. Let this conference be more than academic—it should be transformative.
Let it spark new questions, new ideas, and above all, new commitments to action.
He also said in his address that, Let us rise as he urged us to. Let us awaken the fire
within. And let us not stop—until the goal of a better self, a better nation, and a
better world is achieved.

The Inaugural Session was concluded by vote of thanks delivered by Dr.
Ramesha. K., Assistant Professor. Around 400 students and Participants from
different colleges were present in the auditorium.

Details of Technical Sessions

0®

Department of Youth Empowerment and Sports,
Government of Karnataka,
National Service Scheme Cell,
Karnataka State Law University, Hubballi and
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Inaugural Speech by Chief Guests

Technical Sessions
Session I: “Youth Empowerment through Spiritual and Moral

Values”

This session focused on how Swami Vivekananda advocated the

development of strong moral character and spiritual awareness among youth.
Speakers discussed the importance of inner strength, ethical living, and social
responsibility.
Key Speaker: Dr. Mallikarjunappa, Retd. Grade one Principal, Government
Arts and Commerce College, Chitradurga and President, Chitradurga
Science Foundation, Chitradurga, addressed the gathering and said Swami
Vivekananda once said, “Arise, awake and stop not till the goal is reached.” These
words continue to resonate not just in the hearts of Indians but in all those who
seek purpose, strength, and meaning in life. He further said that this conference
comes at a very pertinent time. As the world grapples with challenges—be it moral
crises, social fragmentation, or spiritual emptiness—Vivekananda’s teachings offer
profound guidance. His vision was not confined to any one religion or nation; it
was a universal call to awaken human potential, to unite science and spirituality,
and to build a world grounded in character, compassion, and courage.

Chairperson of the session was Dr. G. S. Yathish, Principal, R. L. Law
College, Davanagere, addressed the gathering and highlighted on Role of
spirituality in combating modern challenges such as anxiety, identity crisis, and
social alienation and he also discussed on Vivekananda’s idea of “Man —making
education”.
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Chairperson of the session by Dr. G. S. Yathlsh Prmupal R. L. Law College and Resource Person of the
Session Dr. Mallikarjunappa, Retd. Grade one Principal, Government Arts and Commerce College,
Chitradurga and President, Chitradurga Science Foundation, Chitradurga

Session II: Ethical foundation for Empowering the Youth in
nation Building:

This session explored Swami Vivekananda’s belief in education as the
foundation for national regeneration. Emphasis was laid on inclusive education,
self-reliance, and the development of an indigenous education system.
Key Speaker: Kumari Akshaya Gokhale, Lecturer, Karkala. She addressed the
gathering and highlighted on Analysis of his quote: “We want that education by
which character is formed... "and she also focused on spirituality, Self~Confidence,
Personality, ideology and Research. She also said that Education is a tool to
awaken national consciousness among youth.

The Chairperson of this session was Dr. Archana. K., Assistant Professor,
Karnataka State Law University’s Law School, Hubballi. In her address she said
that in the vision of Swami Vivekananda, youth are not just the future of the
nation—they are its very foundation. To build a strong, progressive, and inclusive
India, it is essential that our youth are not only educated but also ethically
empowered. She also said, Ethical values such as truth, integrity, compassion,
discipline, and responsibility form the backbone of character building. When
young minds are guided by these principles, they are better equipped to make
decisions that benefit not only themselves but also society at large.
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The Chairperson of this session was Dr. Archana. K., Assistant Professor, Karnataka State
Law University’s Law School, Hubballi and Resource person Kumari Akshaya Gokhale,
Lecturer, Karkala.
Online Paper Presentation Session

As part of the National Conference on "Relevance of Vivekananda's Views
on Youth in the Current Scenario,” a simultaneous online session for paper
presentations was conducted to ensure broad participation from scholars and
researchers across various regions. The session was held via, Zoom Meet, and was
moderated by Smt. Harsha. S. M., Assistant Professor, who ensured smooth
coordination and time management throughout the session.

The session witnessed enthusiastic participation from academicians, research
scholars, and students from diverse disciplines, all united by a shared interest in
interpreting and applying Swami Vivekananda’s vision in today’s youth-centric
challenges. Over 15 research papers were presented, covering a wide spectrum of
themes rooted in Swami Vivekananda’s philosophy.

Key Highlights from the Presentations:

« Several papers explored Vivekananda’s concept of education as a tool for
inner awakening and nation-building, analyzing its relevance in the face of
today’s commercialized academic landscape.

o Presenters examined the idea of character-building and self-discipline,
drawing connections to contemporary issues such as youth depression,
identity crisis, and moral confusion.

o A number of insightful presentations addressed youth empowerment
through service, linking Swami Vivekananda’s call for selfless action to
modern social initiatives and volunteerism.
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« Some papers uniquely applied Vivekananda’s ideals to digital youth
culture, proposing ways to channel the energy of social media-savvy youth
toward constructive goals.

« The intersection of spirituality and mental health was a recurring theme,
with presenters proposing that Vivekananda’s holistic vision of the self
could help alleviate psychological stress and promote resilience.

The session was marked by active engagement, with presenters receiving

thoughtful feedback and questions from both the moderator and fellow
participants. Despite being held in a virtual mode, the session maintained a
dynamic and scholarly atmosphere, reflecting the timeless appeal of Swami
Vivekananda’s message.

This session was chaired by Dr. Archana. K., Assistant Professor,
Karnataka State Law University’s Law School, Hubballi. She said, the
simultaneous online session served as an effective platform for young scholars and
thinkers to voice their interpretations and innovations inspired by Swami
Vivekananda. It reaffirmed the idea that while the modes of communication may
change, the relevance of his message remains undiminished. The intellectual vigor
and commitment displayed by the participants ensured that Vivekananda’s vision
continues to inspire academic inquiry and societal transformation.
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Screen Shots of Online Paper Presentation Session

Venugopal 13 others

Day Two of the National Conference on "Relevance of Vivekananda’s

Views on Youth in the Current Scenario”

The second day of the National Conference on “Relevance of Vivekananda's
Views on Youth in the Current Scenario” continued with the same enthusiasm and
intellectual fervor witnessed on the opening day. Held on 5" April 2025, the day
was packed with enlightening discussions, thought-provoking paper presentations,
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and meaningful interactions across both offline and online platforms. It was hosted
by Meghana. B. C., Muzamil, students of Saraswathi Law College, Chitradurga.
Session I:

The day began with a vibrant session focused on youth as change-makers and
their crucial role in shaping India’s future.

Key Speakers:

H. Billappa, Hon’ble Justice, Retd. Judge of High Court of Karnataka, focused
on the topic “Few Values for a sacred life” Justice said that Swami Vivekananda,
one of the greatest spiritual leaders of modern India, strongly believed that life is
sacred when it is lived with purpose, truth, and service to humanity. He taught that
spirituality is not separate from daily life but should guide our actions, thoughts,
and intentions. He also narrated few core values Swami Vivekananda advocated
for a sacred and meaningful life.
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Key Speaker of the Session

Dr. M.K. Matolli, Associate Professor, Government Law College,
Holenarasipura, narrated on the topic “Relevence of Swamy Vivekananda’s
Concept of Freedom to the present youth.” In His address he said that Swami
Vivekananda’s concept of freedom goes far beyond political independence—it is
deeply rooted in spiritual, intellectual, and personal liberation. For today’s
youth, living in an age of rapid change, technological advancement, and social
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complexity, his ideas on freedom are more relevant than ever. He concluded by
saying that, Swami Vivekananda's vision of freedom is a timeless guiding light for
today’s youth. It encourages them to rise above limitations, to think freely, act
fearlessly, and live meaningfully—not just for themselves, but for the betterment

of the world.
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Chair Person of the Session Dr. M.K. Matolli, Associate Professor,
Government Law College, Holenarasipura Honoured by former Judge H. Billappa

Charirperson:

Dr. M. Somashekarappa, Retd., Principal, R. L. Law College,
Davanagere. In his address he encouraged the youth to internalize and practice
the ideals of strength, service, and character as emphasized by Vivekananda, and
also highlighted Swamy Vivekananda’s contribution toward interfaith harmony,
gender equality, and social reform.
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Simultaneous Paper Presentation Online Session

A major highlight of the day was the parallel paper presentation sessions,
allowing scholars, students, and researchers from various institutions to present
their work based on thematic relevance to the conference.
The online session was conducted smoothly via Google meet platform by Smt.
Abhinetri Patwardhan, Assistant Professor, ensuring participation from distant
regions.
Chairperson:

Dr. Sunil N. Bagade, Assistant Professor of Law at Karnataka State
Law University (KSLU), Hubballi, Karnataka. He said,
Swami Vivekananda was not only a spiritual leader but also a visionary who
foresaw many of the challenges that the modern world is facing today. His
messages on self-confidence, universal brotherhood, youth empowerment,
education, and spirituality are more relevant now than ever. In today’s rapidly
changing, globalized world, marred by conflict, materialism, and moral confusion,
his philosophy serves as a guiding light.
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Screen Shots of Day 2"¢ of the National Conference Online Presentation

Valedictory Session

The valedictory ceremony was held on the evening of 5th April 2025. The
conference culminated with a valedictory session that encapsulated the rich
deliberations held over two days. :
Chief Guest: Hon’ble Chief Justice Krishna sripad Dixit, Judge, High Court
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of Karnataka. In the Valedictory Address, Hon’ble Justice emphasized
the need for embedding Vivekananda’s ideals in curricula, policies, and youth
leadership programs. Feedback from participants was overwhelmingly positive,
with many expressing gratitude for the platform to reflect on such a profound
theme. His emphasis on self-confidence, character-building, and spiritual
grounding offers us not only guidance but a roadmap. In a world full of distractions
and divisions, Vivekananda reminds us of the power of focus, discipline, and
service to humanity. His ideals teach us that true strength lies not just in muscle or
intellect, but in conV|ct|0n compassmn and courage.
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Valedictory Address by Hon’ble Justice Krishna Sripad Dixit, Judge, High Court of Karnataka.

Prof. (Dr.) C. Basavaraju, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Karnataka State Law
University, Hubballi, in his address, he said, over the past sessions, we have
collectively revisited the timeless wisdom of Swami Vivekananda—a spiritual
giant, a visionary, and above all, a youth icon who continues to inspire generations.
His message was not merely motivational; it was transformational. He saw youth
not just as a stage of life, but as a powerful force, capable of shaping the destiny of
a nation. He then told that, Swami Vivekananda once said, “Give me 100
energetic young men and I shall transform India.” Today, we stand at a crossroads
where his words ring louder than ever. With the rapid pace of technology, global
shifts, and rising social challenges, the youth of today are not just the hope of
tomorrow—they are the drivers of change today.
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Speech by Prof. (Dr.) C. Basavaraju, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor
Karnataka State Law University, Hubballi

Sri Prathap Lingayya, State NSS Officer, Department of Youth
Empowerment and Sports, Bangalore, said that, As we conclude this
conference, let us not stop at admiration. Let us act. Let the ideas discussed here
become seeds of change—within our institutions, our communities, and our own
selves. Let us strive to build a generation that is not only skilled, but also self-
aware, socially conscious, and spiritually strong
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Speech by Sri Prathap Lingayya, State NSS Officer,
Department of Youth Empowerment and Sports, Bangalore

The programme was presided by Sri H. Hanumanthappa, President,
Saraswathi Education Society, Former Member of Rajyasabha, appreciated the
efforts of the organizers and participants for making the event a meaningful and
intellectually enriching experience. Certificates were distributed to paper
presenters and volunteers, and the conference concluded with a vote of thanks
delivered by Dr. Srishyla. L., |Assistant Professor. It was followed by National
Anthem.
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Prof. (Dr.) C. Basavaraju, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Karnataka State Law University,
Hubballi Honored to Sri Prathap Lingayya, State NSS Officer, Department of Youth
Empowerment and Sports, Bangalore
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Conference Highlights
The conference featured a series of keynote addresses, paper presentations, and
panel discussions by eminent scholars, social thinkers, youth leaders, and

academicians from across the country. Key themes included:

Swamy Vivekananda’s view on youth empowerment
Role of youth in national development.

Ethical and moral values in youth leadership.

Youth and mental well-being: Insights from Vivekananda’s philosophy.
The importance of self-discipline and character-building.
Role of education in shaping the youth.

Universalism and Tolerance.

Empowerment of Youth.

Self-Realization, Inner Strength and Empowerment.
Social Reform and Service.

Integration of Science and Spirituality.

Social; Responsibility and Nation-Building and other relevant topic on the
theme.
Participants from various institutions and states enthusiastically contributed

research papers and engaged in thought-provoking discussions, sharing diverse
perspectives on how Vivekananda's ideas continue to inspire and guide youth in
navigating the complexities of the modern world.
Conclusion

The two-day national conference served as a powerful reminder of Swami
Vivekananda’s enduring legacy. His message of strength, self-confidence, and
service continues to hold immense relevance in shaping responsible and dynamic
youth for a progressive India. The collaborative effort by the organizing
institutions was widely appreciated and set a benchmark for future academic and
youth-oriented events.
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